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Most questions can be clarified when consulting the methodology that is available online and 
also below in more detail for easy reference as well as additional FAQs. We are intentional 
about transparently laying out our process, definitions, and rationale. Over the five years we 
have done this research, the team has taken great care to ensure that it is as rigorous as 
possible. The research process takes into account any developments in standards of good 
research practice or evidence available, and is based off of tedious consideration of established 
methods and definitions of relevant existing bodies of work and research. In other words, this 
research and its methodology does not live in a vacuum.  
 
As you’ll see in the methodology, when classifying fossil fuel lobbyists, we assess two 
indicators: “delegation through which the individual is attending COP, and any further affiliation 
the delegate opted to disclose.” This means that an individual can be classified as a fossil fuel 
lobbyist based on their home organization, or the delegation they are officially badged on and 
therefore officially representing in some capacity, whether intended or not.  
 
For this research, we define a fossil fuel lobbyist as: 
 
“any individual delegate that represents an organisation or is a member of a delegation that can 
be reasonably assumed to have the objective of influencing the formulation or implementation of 
policy or legislation in the interests of the fossil fuel industry, or a particular fossil fuel company 
and its shareholders.”  
 
In other words, if an individual is publicly associated with a fossil fuel organization–including by 
being on their official delegation and/or being an employee or in direct organizational 
relationship–then it is reasonable to assume they have made the choice to align themselves 
with the objectives, mandate, and agenda of the respective organization.  
 
There are two key types of organizations which can be classified as fossil fuel lobbyists: 
companies/organizations and trade associations. 
 
For a company to be classified as a fossil fuel representative, it must have significant business 
activities in the exploration, extraction, refining, trading, specialised transportation of fossil fuels, 
or sale of electricity derived from them. This business interest must be publicly declared and 
verifiable, but does not need to constitute the only activity the company engages in. 



Organizations whose primary clients and/or focus of their activity is fossil fuels are also 
considered fossil fuel lobbyists. 
 
Trade Associations or other organizations are classified as fossil fuel lobbyists when: fossil fuel 
companies are directly involved and/or have leadership positions on the association’s board or 
as members; the association promotes publicly that its purpose is to represent the fossil fuel 
industry; the organization has a recent record of taking positions that support the fossil fuel 
industry or extending its lifeline whether via infrastructural, governance, policy support, etc– an 
industry which has directly fuelled the climate crisis. 
 
Those we classify as a fossil fuel lobbyist organizations are tediously vetted and assessed. Only 
those that meet our criteria are classified as a fossil fuel organization, and subsequently its 
delegates as fossil fuel lobbyists.  
 
Importantly, if an organization or individual is on the formal delegation of a fossil fuel lobbyist 
company/organization or trade association and has in their own capacity accepted that badge–
thereby deciding to be publicly affiliated as a part of that organization’s delegation–then they are 
also classified as a fossil fuel lobbyist for the purposes of this research. Please note, we do not 
make public the names of individuals. There is no way to track or follow what exactly an 
individual does or doesn’t do while attending COP; the researchers can only identify based on 
the information publicly available about the organizations and delegations they have affiliated 
themselves with during their UNFCCC attendance as a delegate.  
 
If fossil fuel delegations, including trade associations that represent other industries beyond the 
fossil fuel industry, were not publicly supporting fossil fuel interests, then their members or 
others affiliating with them would not find themselves being listed as lobbyists. But the influence 
of the fossil fuel industry within these trade associations and organizations means that 
unfortunately groups have found themselves part of fossil fuel delegations.  
 
We take great care to ensure this methodology is rigorous and evidence-based. Years of fine-
tuning and months of preparation and research goes into ensuring the results are as rigorous as 
possible and aligned with established research best-practice. We are transparent about the 
process that is followed. What we are not responsible for is the choice by an individual or 
organization to enter into a public and official relationship with a publicly-evidenced fossil fuel 
lobbyist organization, per our definition. 
 
Methodology (FAQs below): 
Thanks to years of campaigning by Kick Big Polluters Out (KBPO) partners and constituencies, 
all participants registered to attend the COP30 climate talks in Brazil must declare the 
organisation they work for, the nature of their relationship to this organisation, their role, and the 
delegation they're part of. The latter can be an official country delegation (or party overflow), a 
UN body, an intergovernmental organisation, a non-government organisation, or a media 
institution. 
 



The UNFCCC publishes a provisional list of the participants at the start of a COP. To analyse 
the UNFCCC’s delegates list as quickly as possible, our team used a combination of manual 
classification and scripted automation. Our team classified each entry line by line, and we also 
used a script to check whether a lobbyist had been identified as a fossil fuel lobbyist in previous 
years. A team of fact-checkers then verifies the results to ensure they are accurate.   
In determining whether a delegate has any ties that would qualify them as a fossil fuel lobbyist, 
we only considered the information provided in the UNFCCC’s list. This includes both the 
delegation through which the individual is attending COP, and any further affiliation the delegate 
opted to disclose. If someone did not choose to explicitly state an affiliation to a fossil fuel 
company or fossil fuel-affiliated organisation in their application to be a delegate at this year’s 
COP, we were unable to classify them as a fossil fuel lobbyist.  
For the purposes of this analysis, we consider a fossil fuel lobbyist any individual delegate that 
represents an organisation or is a member of a delegation that can be reasonably assumed to 
have the objective of influencing the formulation or implementation of policy or legislation in the 
interests of the fossil fuel industry, or a particular fossil fuel company and its shareholders.  
 

FAQs   
How do you define a fossil fuel lobbyist? 

We conclude that anyone who applied to attend COP is attempting to influence the policy 
debate around climate change. For the purposes of this exercise, we consider a fossil fuel 
lobbyist to be any individual delegate that can be reasonably assumed to have the objective of 
influencing the formulation or implementation of policy or legislation in the interests of the fossil 
fuel industry, or a particular fossil fuel company and its shareholders. 

There are two key types of organizations which can be classified as fossil fuel lobbyists: 
companies/organizations and trade associations. 

We consider a fossil fuel company to be any company that has significant business activities in 
the exploration, extraction, refining, trading, specialised transportation of fossil fuels or sale of 
electricity derived from them. 

A company has significant business activities in fossil fuels if it publicly declares that it is 
involved commercially in the handling of a fossil fuel (exploration, extraction, refining, trading, 
processing, distribution to consumers) OR who promotes publicly that is has significant 
investments in such companies.  

An organisation representing fossil fuel interests is a trade association or other organisation that 
represents the interests of a fossil fuel company’s management and/or shareholders. To qualify, 
it must have significant involvement of fossil fuel companies or their senior employees in their 
governance structure (either board of directors or corporate members) OR promote publicly that 
its purpose is to represent a fossil fuel industry OR have a recent track record of lobbying for 
pro-fossil fuel positions. This includes UNFCCC classified “international governmental 
organizations” that have a focus on promoting the fossil fuel industries of its member countries. 

If we found that the delegate had self-declared its ties to either a fossil fuel company, an 
organisation with fossil fuel interests, or any foundation directly associated by ownership or 



control with a fossil fuel company that would lead us to classify them as a fossil fuel lobbyist in 
the context of their presence at COP30. 

What exactly did you do to analyse attendees? 

Our team classified each entry line by line, and we also use a script to check whether a lobbyist 
has been identified as a fossil fuel lobbyist in previous years. A team of fact-checkers then 
verifies the results to ensure they are accurate.  

In determining whether a delegate has any ties that would qualify them as a fossil fuel lobbyist, 
we only considered the information provided in the UNFCCC’s list. This includes both the 
delegation through which the individual is attending COP, and any further affiliation the delegate 
opted to disclose. If someone did not choose to explicitly state an affiliation to a fossil fuel 
company or fossil fuel-affiliated organisation in their application to be a delegate at this year’s 
COP, we were unable to classify them as a fossil fuel lobbyist. 

On what basis do you determine someone to be a fossil fuel lobbyist? 

All of our decisions to classify a delegate as a fossil fuel lobbyist were justified using open 
sources that are easily verifiable, including the websites of companies and trade groups, 
lobbying registers, and media reports by credible news outlets. We are also grateful for the 
opportunity to consult data shared by InfluenceMap, an independent think tank producing data-
driven analysis on how business and finance are impacting the climate crisis. 

The strict nature of our methodology results in a conservative estimate rather than a complete 
figure. With additional time and resources, we would no doubt uncover many more lobbyists in 
attendance at the COP. We do not publish the names of any individual delegates, only the 
organizations with whom they are affiliated. 

What about organizations such as banks or consultancies who have lots of fossil fuel 
clients? 

Some sectors necessarily interact with fossil fuel companies, such as banks, consultancies, law 
firms, advertisers and events/logistics. However, organizations that can easily demonstrate that 
their client base comes from across a range of sectors, we do not consider the organisation to 
be a fossil fuel lobbyist. That is not to say that they do not enable fossil fuels, nor does it offer 
proof that they were not lobbying on behalf of fossil fuel clients during COP; the purpose of this 
classification is not to exonerate everyone who is not a fossil fuel lobbyists, it is rather to identify 
as many fossil fuel lobbyists as possible in order to highlight their problematic ongoing presence 
at climate talks. However, if it is found that the overwhelming majority of its business activities 
and services are focused on the fossil fuel industry, they are also considered fossil fuel 
lobbyists. 

  

 

 


